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1.0 Introduction 
1.1 Background 
1.1.1 Tetra Tech has been appointed by South Kesteven District Council (SKDC) to undertake a 

review of public car parking facilities in Grantham, Stamford, Bourne, Market Deeping and 

Billingborough.   

1.1.2 Previous work undertaken by Tetra Tech in 2021, provided an evidence base to assess 

parking issues and consider solutions to best achieve the Council’s objectives. This was 

followed by a study update in 2023 which updated the evidence base to create a new 

baseline following recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic which had impacted on parking.  

1.1.3 This current review provides an update to the 2023 study, accounting for changes to car 

parking charges which were implemented in Grantham and Stamford in January 2025. This 

review assesses the changes in car parking use pre and post tariff changes based on 

occupancy levels (through on-site surveys) and by analysing ticketing information provided 

by the Council. 

1.1.4 Although no changes have been made to the car park tariffs in Bourne and Market Deeping, 

this study also investigates the recent usage levels at the car parks in these towns to identify 

any changes since the 2023 study update.  The car park in Billingborough was not surveyed 

previously and new usage levels for that car park are included as part of this study. 

1.1.5 The study also compares the provision of disabled parking and the availability of EV charging 

to similar sized towns in the East Midlands. 

1.2 Report Structure 
1.2.1 The structure of the remainder of this report is as follows. 

• Chapter 2 – Car park details  

• Chapter 3 – Ticket sales analysis  

• Chapter 4 – Car park occupancy surveys 

• Chapter 5 – Comparison of changes in car park use 

• Chapter 6 – Disabled parking policy and charges 

• Chapter 7 – Electric vehicle parking 

• Chapter 8 – Summary and conclusions  
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2.0 Car Park Details 
2.1 Introduction 
2.1.1 This chapter provides details of the SKDC car parks and their charging tariffs. 

2.2 Locations 
2.2.1 Locations of the car parks within the five towns covered by the scope of this study are shown 

in Figure 1 to Figure 5 below and on the following pages.  These indicate car parks which 

are available for public use, with those in blue boxes indicating car parks operated by SKDC 

and those in white boxes indicating car parks which are privately operated.   

Figure 1 - Grantham Town Centre Car Parks 
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Figure 2 - Stamford Town Centre Car Parks 

 

Figure 3 - Bourne Town Centre Car Parks 
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Figure 4 - Market Deeping Town Centre Car Parks 

 

Figure 5 - Billingborough Town Centre Car Parks 
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2.3 Parking Tariffs 
2.3.1 Tariffs for the car parks included as part of this study are detailed in this section alongside 

previous tariffs (pre-January 2025) for reference. Only car parks in Grantham and Stamford 

are currently subject to charges; those in Market Deeping, Bourne and Billingborough were 

and remain free for use. 

Pre January 2025 Car Park Tariffs 
2.3.2 Prior to January 2025, parking charges were as follows. 

Table 1 - South Kesteven Car Park Charging Tariff (Prior to January 2025) 

Car Park Tariff 
30 mins 1hr 2hr 3hr 4hr 6hr All Day 

Grantham 

Short Stay 
Guildhall St 90p £1.20 £1.90 £2.50 £4.10 N/A £5.30 
Watergate  90p £1.20 £1.90 £2.50 £4.10 N/A £5.30 
Wharf Rd  90p £1.20 £1.90 £2.50 £8.00 N/A £10.40 

Long Stay 
Conduit Ln   £2.50 £3.40 N/A £4.10 
Welham St £1.20 £1.70 £3.20 £10.40 

Stamford 

Short Stay 
North St  £1.00 £1.30 £2.00 £2.60 £4.20 N/A £5.40 
St Leonards  £1.00 £1.30 £2.00 £2.60 £4.20 N/A £5.40 
Bath Row  £1.00 £1.30 £2.00 £2.60 £4.20 N/A £5.40 
Scotgate  £1.00 £1.30 £2.00 £2.60 £4.20 N/A £5.40 

Long Stay 
Cattlemarket £2.60 £3.50 N/A £4.20 
Wharf Rd  £2.60 £3.50 N/A £4.20 

 
Post January 2025 Car Park Tariffs 

2.3.3 Following the tariff amendments in January 2025, the car parking charges are as follows: 

Table 2 - South Kesteven Car Park Charging Tariff (Post January 2025) 

Car Park Tariff 
Up to 1hr 2hrs 3hrs 4hrs Over 4hrs 

Grantham 

Guildhall St  Free £2.00 £2.50 £7.00 
Watergate  Free £2.00 £2.50 £7.00 
Wharf Rd   Free £2.50 £5.00 
Conduit Ln  Free £2.00 £2.50 £7.00 
Welham St Free £1.50 £1.90 £5.00 

Stamford 

North St  £1.50 £2.50 £4.50 £8.00 
St Leonards  £1.50 £2.50 £4.50 £8.00 
Bath Row  £1.50 £2.50 £4.50 £8.00 
Scotgate  £1.50 £2.50 £4.50 £8.00 
Cattlemarket £3.00 £4.00 £5.00 
Wharf Rd  £3.00 £4.00 £5.00 

2.3.4 A key change has been that car parks in Grantham now offer 1-hour free parking.  

Additionally, the Conduit Lane car park in Grantham offers short stay options whereas 

previously the tariff encouraged long stay.   
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3.0 Ticket Sales Analysis 
3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 Ticket sales information was provided by SKDC based on tickets sold via the on-site ticket 

machines and RingGo app data for Grantham and Stamford. Data was provided for the 

month of September for 2024 and 2025. This data has been used to illustrate and draw 

comparisons between 2024 prior to the tariff changes and September 2025 post tariff 

changes. The September 2025 data coincides with the timing of the occupancy surveys 

which are reported on and analysed in Chapter 4.  

3.1.2 No ticket sales analysis has been undertaken for the car parks in Bourne, Market Deeping 

or Billingborough which are free for use and therefore have no associated data. 

3.2 Grantham Ticket Sales 
3.2.1 Figure 6 shows the total in-month ticket sales and provides a comparison for the Grantham 

car parks between the months of September 2024 and September 2025.  It should be noted 

that the September 2025 ticket sales numbers also account for the one hour free parking as 

patrons are required to obtain a ticket for this duration. 

Figure 6 - September Car Park Ticket Sales - Grantham (2024 - 2025) 
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3.2.2 The total number of tickets sold in Grantham in September 2024 was 18,116.  In September 

2025 a total of 23,533 tickets were sold, equating to an overall increase of 5,417 tickets 

(approximately 30%). 

3.2.3 Figure 7 shows a comparison between the total income generated by the Grantham car 

parks for the same period between September 2024 and September 2025. 

Figure 7 - September Income - Grantham (2024 - 2025) 

 

3.2.4 In September 2024 the total income from the Grantham car parks was £30,900, and in 

September 2025 this was £25,900.  This represents a decrease of £5,000 (approximately 

16%). 

3.2.5 Figure 6 and Figure 7 show that although car park usage has increased from September 

2024 to September 2025, the level of resultant income has decreased across all of the car 

parks in Grantham with the exception of Welham Street car park where an increase in 

revenue has been seen. This is discussed in Chapter 5 in the context of the occupancy 
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3.2.6 Figure 8 below shows the tickets sales by tariff in Grantham in September 2024. 

Figure 8 - Grantham Ticket Sales Composition 2024 

 

3.2.7 Figure 9 below shows the tickets sales by tariff in Grantham in September 2025. 

Figure 9 - Grantham Ticket Sales Composition 2025 
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3.2.8 Where one-hour tickets were previously offered in September 2024 (i.e. excluding Conduit 

Lane and Welham Street), this made up approximately 25-40% of stays at the short stay car 

parks.  In 2025, stays of up to one-hour increased across all car parks to approximately 35-

55%.  At Watergate the proportion of one-hour stays has increased from 34% to 44% and 

at Guildhall Street, it has increased from 42% to 54%. 

3.2.9 At Wharf Road, where the free parking period now extends to 2 hours, the proportion of 

stays of up to 2 hours has increased from 54% to 73%. 

3.2.10 Longer stays, exceeding 4 hours, make up a smaller proportion of tickets sold.  With the 

exception of Conduit Lane (as described below), stays over 4 hours long made up at most 

12% of ticket sales in both September 2024 and 2025, with little change.   

3.2.11 The use of Conduit Lane in September 2024 was evenly split between those staying less 

than and those staying more than 4 hours.  In September 2025, the proportion of those 

staying more than 4 hours at Conduit Lane has decreased to less than 8% and the duration 

of stays now more typically reflects short stay parking patterns. 

3.2.12 Figure 10 below shows the ticket sales figures by transaction type (i.e. whether they were 

purchased using the on site machine or via RingGo). 

Figure 10 – Grantham Ticket Sales by Transaction Type 

 

3.2.13 This shows that transactions by both car parking machine and RingGo increased between 

September 2024 and September 2025, corresponding with the general increase in total 

ticket sales.  Overall, the proportion of sales made using the car parking machines in 

Grantham was relatively consistent at 69% in 2024 and 70% in 2025.  
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3.3 Stamford Ticket Sales  
3.3.1 Figure 11 shows the in-month ticket sales and provide a comparison in Stamford car parks 

between the months of September 2024 and September 2025. 

Figure 11 - September Car Park Ticket Sales - Stamford (2024 - 2025) 
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Figure 12 - September Income - Stamford (2024 - 2025) 
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3.3.6 Figure 13 shows the tickets sales by tariff in Stamford in September 2024. 

Figure 13 - Stamford Ticket Sales Composition 2024 
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3.3.7 Figure 14 shows the tickets sales by tariff in Stamford in September 2025. 

Figure 14 - Stamford Ticket Sales Composition 2025 
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Figure 15 – Stamford Ticket Sales by Transaction Type 
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4.0 2025 Car Park Occupancy Survey Analysis 
4.1 Introduction 
4.1.1 This chapter presents the findings of the September 2025 car park occupancy surveys at 

the Grantham, Stamford, Bourne, Market Deeping and Billingborough car parks. 

4.1.2 Surveys were undertaken on the following dates as agreed with the client: 

• Grantham: 19 September (Friday) and 20 September (Saturday) 

• Stamford: 26 September (Friday) and 27 September (Saturday) 

• Bourne: 26 September (Friday) 

• Billingborough: 26 September (Friday) 

• Market Deeping: 26 September (Friday) 
4.1.3 Locations for the car park surveys were agreed in advance with the client and included: 

Grantham Car Parks 
• Welham Street 
• Conduit Lane 
• Wharf Road 
• Guildhall Street 
• Watergate 

 
Stamford Car Parks 

• Wharf Road 
• Cattlemarket 
• St Leonards 
• Bath Row 
• Scotgate 
• North Street 

 

Bourne Car Parks 
• Burghley Street 
• Burghley Street (permit) 
• South Street 
• Bourne CAP (Burghley Centre) 

  
Market Deeping Car Parks 

• Douglas Road (Deeping 
Centre) 

• Halfleet 
• The Square (Market Square) 
• The Precincts  

 
Billingborough Car Parks 

• West Road 

4.1.4 All surveys were undertaken between 10am and 4pm and recorded hourly occupancy at the 

car parks.  Surveys were undertaken on foot, and a snapshot count was taken within each 

hourly interval.  For the car parks in Grantham and Stamford, additional observations were 

made on the number of disabled permit holders utilising the car park by identifying those 

displaying a disabled parking permit, irrespective of whether they occupied a marked 

disabled bay or not.   

4.1.5 The results show how many vehicles were parked at hourly intervals and how full the car 

parks were during the surveys. Occupancy above 85% is considered as being at-capacity 

because this is recognised by the Chartered Institution of Highways and Transportation and 

the British Parking Association as the level at which it becomes difficult for drivers to find the 

remaining spaces and to manoeuvre in, out and around the car park. 
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4.2 Grantham Car Park Surveys 
4.2.1 The results of the Grantham surveys are presented in this section. At the time of the surveys, 

levels three and four of the Wharf Road multistorey car park were closed for resurfacing 

works and half of the Watergate car park was closed due to construction works. The 

following tables have been adjusted to reflect the number of bays available within each car 

park with the various works. 

Table 3 - Grantham Car Park Survey Results: Friday 19th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Conduit Lane 47 23 33 34 32 32 33 

Guildhall Street 88 79 84 88 88 87 74 

Watergate* 43 39 42 42 40 41 40 

Welham Street 314 130 161 164 171 198 160 

Wharf Road* 127 36 47 40 27 23 15 

SKDC Total 619 307 367 368 358 381 322 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey.  Normal capacity is 100 spaces at Watergate and 240 bays 
at Wharf Road. 

Table 4 - Grantham Car Park Occupancy: Friday 19th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 4pm 

Conduit Lane 49% 70% 72% 68% 68% 70% 

Guildhall Street 90% 95% 100% 100% 99% 84% 

Watergate* 91% 98% 98% 93% 95% 93% 

Welham Street 41% 51% 52% 54% 63% 51% 

Wharf Road* 28% 37% 31% 21% 18% 12% 

SKDC Total 50% 59% 59% 58% 62% 52% 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey.  Normal capacity is 100 spaces at Watergate and 240 bays 
at Wharf Road. 

 

4.2.2 The results of the Friday survey show that occupancy was high in the Guildhall Street and 

Watergate car parks, where occupancy exceeded 85% for most of the day, and low in the 

Conduit Lane, Welham Street and Wharf Road car parks.  
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Table 5 - Grantham Car Park Survey Results: Saturday 20th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Conduit Lane 47 29 38 38 34 22 16 

Guildhall Street 88 88 87 88 84 80 65 

Watergate* 43 43 38 41 33 41 33 

Welham Street 314 171 164 148 128 122 122 

Wharf Road* 127 39 52 63 48 36 19 

SKDC Total 619 370 379 378 327 301 255 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey. Normal capacity is 100 spaces at Watergate and 240 bays 
at Wharf Road. 

Table 6 - Grantham Car Park Occupancy: Saturday 20th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 

4pm 

Conduit Lane 62% 81% 81% 72% 47% 34% 

Guildhall Street 100% 99% 100% 95% 91% 74% 

Watergate* 100% 88% 95% 77% 95% 77% 

Welham Street 54% 52% 47% 41% 39% 39% 

Wharf Road* 31% 41% 50% 38% 28% 15% 

SKDC Total 60% 61% 61% 53% 49% 41% 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey. Normal capacity is 100 spaces at Watergate and 240 bays 
at Wharf Road. 

 

4.2.3 The results of the Saturday survey show that occupancy was high in the Guildhall Street and 

Watergate car parks, where occupancy exceeded 85% for some part of the day, and low in 

the Conduit Lane, Welham Street and Wharf Road car parks. Cars were observed to be 

waiting for spaces to become available at the Guildhall Street car park between 12 noon – 

1pm.  

Grantham Parking Summary 
4.2.4 Car park occupancy overall in Grantham were consistently between 40-60% on both Friday 

and Saturday with usage dropping in the afternoon. 

4.2.5 The high occupancy levels at Watergate were to be expected given the partial car park 

closure, and the previously recorded car park usage from 2023 was 90% when the car park 

was fully operational. It is recommended that additional surveys are undertaken to obtain 
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representative data, once the resurfacing works are complete and the Wharf Road and 

Watergate car parks are fully open.    

4.2.6 The occupancy surveys indicate a potential preference for certain car parks, in particular at 

Guildhall Street and Watergate.  Patron surveys may be beneficial to understand this 

potential preference and to consider measures to better distribute usage should this be 

desired. 

Grantham Disabled Parking Surveys 
4.2.7 The results of the Grantham disabled parking surveys are presented in the following tables.  

Where occupancy percentages in excess of 100% are shown this indicates that disabled 

permit holders were occupying undesignated (standard) parking bays. 

Table 7 - Grantham Disabled Parking Survey Results: Friday 19th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Conduit Lane 6 6 6 1 1 2 2 

Guildhall Street 7 7 7 7 5 7 4 

Watergate 6 4 5 6 5 6 3 

Welham Street 10 5 10 9 12 10 8 

Wharf Road 9 5 8 5 4 4 2 

SKDC Total 38 27 36 28 27 29 19 

 
Table 8 - Grantham Disabled Parking Occupancy: Friday 19th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 

4pm 

Conduit Lane 100% 100% 17% 17% 33% 33% 

Guildhall Street 100% 100% 100% 71% 100% 57% 

Watergate 67% 83% 100% 83% 100% 50% 

Welham Street 50% 100% 90% 120% 100% 80% 

Wharf Road 56% 89% 56% 44% 44% 22% 

SKDC Total 71% 95% 74% 71% 76% 50% 

 

4.2.8 The results of the Friday disabled parking survey show that occupancy was generally higher 

earlier in the day with a decrease after 3pm. Disabled occupancy was high across the whole 

day in the Guildhall Street, Watergate and Welham Street car parks. Welham Street 
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attracted more disabled parking users than the number of disabled parking spaces available. 

Disabled users were observed parking on the ground floor level where no disabled parking 

spaces are provided potentially indicating a preference for ground floor access over the use 

of a marked bay.  This can be confirmed through patron surveys. 

Table 9 - Grantham Disabled Parking Survey Results: Saturday 20th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Conduit Lane 6 5 6 5 3 1 1 

Guildhall Street 7 11 12 13 8 7 12 

Watergate 6 6 3 5 3 7 7 

Welham Street 10 9 9 7 8 7 9 

Wharf Road 9 4 6 3 3 4 2 

SKDC Total 38 35 36 33 25 26 31 

 
Table 10 - Grantham Disabled Parking Occupancy: Saturday 20th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 4pm 

Conduit Lane 83% 100% 83% 50% 17% 17% 

Guildhall Street 157% 171% 186% 114% 100% 171% 

Watergate 100% 50% 83% 50% 117% 117% 

Welham Street 90% 90% 70% 80% 70% 90% 

Wharf Road 44% 67% 33% 33% 44% 22% 

SKDC Total 92% 95% 87% 66% 68% 82% 

4.2.9 The results of the Saturday disabled parking survey show that occupancy was high across 

all car parks in the morning period with the exception of Wharf Road where use by disabled 

parking permit holders was significantly lower than the provision.  

4.2.10 Disabled occupancy was high across the whole day in the Guildhall Street, Watergate and 

Welham Street car parks, where all car parks attracted more disabled parking users than 

the number of disabled parking spaces provided.  Further details are provided in Chapter 6 

on the overall provision and potential measures to support and manage disabled parking. 
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4.3 Stamford Car Park Surveys 
4.3.1 The results of the Stamford surveys are presented in this section. At Bath Row, there are 

also time restricted parking spaces (8am – 6pm for permit holders and up to 2 hours for non-

permit holders) but these were excluded from the survey.  For clarity, only those available 

for Pay and Display to members of the public were included in the survey. 

4.3.2 In the Scotgate car park, eight parking bays were unavailable during the survey due to 

maintenance work. 

4.3.3 On both the Friday and Saturday surveys, markets were held in the town centre.  The Friday 

market was a much larger market with the Saturday market having approximately a quarter 

of the number of traders as Friday.  

4.3.4 During the Saturday survey, a school open day was being held at the neighbouring Stamford 

School. The school does have its own car park; however, this could have skewed results as 

visitors may have been using the nearby Cattlemarket car park. 

Table 11 - Stamford Car Park Survey Results: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon 
– 1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Cattlemarket 384 142 190 241 233 166 128 

Bath Row 77 70 77 74 71 61 55 

North Street 103 103 102 103 97 93 79 

Scotgate* 54 53 53 52 52 44 42 

St Leonards St 34 33 31 34 34 25 27 

Wharf Road 238 205 230 232 231 190 180 

SKDC Total 890 606 683 736 718 579 511 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey 
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Table 12 - Stamford Car Park Occupancy: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 4pm 

Cattlemarket 37% 49% 63% 61% 43% 33% 

Bath Row 91% 100% 96% 92% 79% 71% 

North Street 100% 99% 100% 94% 90% 77% 

Scotgate* 98% 98% 96% 96% 81% 78% 

St Leonards St 97% 91% 100% 100% 74% 79% 

Wharf Road 86% 97% 97% 97% 80% 76% 

SKDC Total 68% 77% 83% 81% 65% 57% 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey 

4.3.5 The results of the Friday survey show that occupancy was high in all car parks, where 

occupancy exceeded 85% for most of the day until it began to fall from 3pm onwards, with 

the exception of Cattlemarket car park. Cattlemarket car park had low occupancy all day. 

The occupancy level in Cattlemarket car park as a percentage was low however, there is a 

higher number of car parking spaces provided, and the number of cars parked exceeded 

that of most of the other car parks in Stamford. 

Table 13 - Stamford Car Park Survey Results: Saturday 27th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Cattlemarket 384 143 192 284 327 308 258 

Bath Row 77 70 75 76 76 77 76 

North Street 103 99 100 101 98 100 98 

Scotgate* 54 49 54 56 56 56 49 

St Leonards St 34 34 33 34 33 31 28 

Wharf Road 238 180 227 231 232 230 215 

SKDC Total 890 575 681 782 822 802 724 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey 
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Table 14 - Stamford Car Park Occupancy: Saturday 27th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 4pm 

Cattlemarket 37% 50% 74% 85% 80% 67% 

Bath Row 91% 97% 99% 99% 100% 99% 

North Street 96% 97% 98% 95% 97% 95% 

Scotgate* 91% 100% 104% 104% 104% 91% 

St Leonards St 100% 97% 100% 97% 91% 82% 

Wharf Road 76% 95% 97% 97% 97% 90% 

SKDC Total 65% 77% 88% 92% 90% 81% 
* Adjusted to reflect the number of bays available at the time of survey 

4.3.6 Where occupancy is above 100% (at Scotgate) this indicates cars parked outside 

designated marked bays. 

4.3.7 The results of the Saturday survey show that occupancy was high across the whole day in 

all car parks where occupancy exceeded 85% for most of the day, with the exception of 

Cattlemarket car park.  Cattlemarket car park had low occupancy until an increase was seen 

at midday and was then busier in the afternoon. As indicated earlier, the occupancy level in 

Cattlemarket car park as a percentage was low however, there is a higher number of car 

parking spaces and the number of cars parked exceeded that of most of the other car parks 

in Stamford. 

Stamford Parking Summary 
4.3.8 Occupancy levels in Stamford where very high on both Friday and Saturday in Stamford in 

the car parks around the town centre, typically exceeding 85%.  Although the occupancy 

percentage at the Cattlemarket car park is low, this is somewhat skewed by the total number 

of spaces available and the total number of vehicles parked were similar to the larger car 

parks in Stamford. 

4.3.9 The high occupancy levels at Scotgate car park were to be expected given the temporary 

loss of eight car parking spaces, and the previously recorded car park usage from 2023 was 

94% when the car park was fully operational. Additional surveys when works are complete 

could be undertaken to verify results.    

4.3.10 During the Saturday survey, a school open day was being held at the neighbouring Stamford 

School which could have skewed results. A further Saturday survey could be undertaken to 

assess how the school open day might have affected the car park usage. 
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Stamford Disabled Parking Surveys  
4.3.11 The results of the Stamford disabled parking bay surveys are presented in the following 

tables.  Where occupancy percentages in excess of 100% are shown this indicates that 

disabled permit holders were occupying undesignated (standard) parking bays. 

Table 15 - Stamford Disabled Parking Survey Results: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Cattlemarket 26 15 22 21 18 7 2 

Bath Row 7 9 9 10 13 11 12 

North Street 7 8 10 9 6 9 4 

Scotgate 4 4 3 5 4 5 3 

St Leonards St 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 

Wharf Road 10 16 11 12 9 7 6 

SKDC Total 54 54 56 57 50 39 27 

Table 16 - Stamford Disabled Parking Occupancy: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 4pm 

Cattlemarket 58% 85% 81% 69% 27% 8% 

Bath Row 129% 129% 143% 186% 157% 171% 

North Street 114% 143% 129% 86% 129% 57% 

Scotgate 100% 75% 125% 100% 125% 75% 

St Leonards St N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Wharf Road 160% 110% 120% 90% 70% 60% 

SKDC Total 100% 104% 106% 93% 72% 50% 
 

4.3.12 The results of the Friday disabled parking survey show that occupancy was high at all car 

parks (except the Cattlemarket car park). The number of disabled parking users exceeded 

the number of disabled parking spaces provided at some point in the day. Disabled 

occupancy at Cattlemarket was high in the morning period and low in the afternoon period 

from 2pm onwards.   
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Table 17 - Stamford Disabled Parking Survey Results Saturday 27th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Cattlemarket 26 1 2 9 14 15 13 

Bath Row 7 7 5 8 8 8 10 

North Street 7 7 7 5 4 6 5 

Scotgate 4 3 4 3 2 2 1 

St Leonards St 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 

Wharf Road 10 8 10 7 14 10 9 

SKDC Total 54 27 28 32 43 42 38 

Table 18 - Stamford Disabled Parking Occupancy: Saturday 27th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 4pm 

Cattlemarket 4% 8% 35% 54% 58% 50% 

Bath Row 100% 71% 114% 114% 114% 143% 

North Street 100% 100% 71% 57% 86% 71% 

Scotgate 75% 100% 75% 50% 50% 25% 

St Leonards St N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Wharf Road 80% 100% 70% 140% 100% 90% 

SKDC Total 50% 52% 59% 80% 78% 70% 

4.3.13 The results of the Saturday disabled parking survey show that occupancy was high at Bath 

Row and Wharf Road all day and attracted more disabled parking users than the number 

of disabled parking spaces provided. Disabled occupancy was high in the morning period 

at Scotgate and North Street but much lower in the afternoon period. Disabled occupancy 

at Cattlemarket was low all day, much lower than Friday’s occupancy.  The low levels of 

usage at Cattlemarket compared to Bath Row and Wharf Road where usage exceeded the 

number of bays available may indicate a locational preference which could be further 

investigated through patron surveys.  Further details are provided in Chapter 6 on the 

overall provision and potential measures to support and manage disabled parking. 
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4.4 Bourne Car Park Surveys 
4.4.1 The results of the Bourne surveys are presented in the following tables. 

Table 19 - Bourne Car Park Survey Results: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 
12 noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Burghley Street 63 62 59 63 62 57 41 

Burghley Street Permits 36 35 36 36 34 31 27 

South Street 67 71 73 68 62 68 61 

Burghley Centre 149 103 118 145 130 99 77 

SKDC Total 315 271 286 312 288 255 206 

Table 20 - Bourne Car Park Occupancy: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Burghley Street 98% 94% 100% 98% 90% 65% 

Burghley Street Permits 97% 100% 100% 94% 86% 75% 

South Street 106% 109% 101% 93% 101% 91% 

Burghley Centre 69% 79% 97% 87% 66% 52% 

SKDC Total 86% 91% 99% 91% 81% 65% 

4.4.2 The results show that occupancy in the car parks in Bourne was high at the time of the 

survey, typically being over 85% until 3pm.  Occupancy at South Street car park was over 

capacity for most of the day with vehicles parked outside of designated bays.  
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4.5 Market Deeping Car Park Surveys 
4.5.1 The results of the Market Deeping surveys are presented in the following tables. 

Table 21 - Market Deeping Car Park Survey Results: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park Bays 
Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

The Square 24 21 20 21 14 19 17 

Deeping Centre 139 61 83 83 95 87 64 

Halfleet 24 17 15 22 22 24 24 

The Precincts 107 23 28 28 26 26 33 

SKDC Total 294 122 146 154 157 156 138 

 
Table 22 - Market Deeping Car Park Occupancy: Friday 26th September 2025 

Car Park 
Car Park Occupancy (%) 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon – 
1pm 1pm - 2pm 2pm – 3pm 3pm – 4pm 

The Square 88% 83% 88% 58% 79% 71% 

Deeping Centre 44% 60% 60% 68% 63% 46% 

Halfleet 71% 63% 92% 92% 100% 100% 

The Precincts 21% 26% 26% 24% 24% 31% 

SKDC Total 41% 50% 52% 53% 53% 47% 

4.5.2 The results show that occupancy at The Square and Halfleet car parks was high at the time 

of the survey, with occupancy exceeding 85% at The Square in the morning and at Halfleet 

in the afternoon. The Deeping Centre and The Precincts car parks were less well used with 

occupancy in the Precincts being particularly low.  

4.5.3 Apart from The Square all car parks had at least one vehicle parked outside designated 

spaces at some point during the day. This was despite vacant spaces being available and 

could be a result of no tariff being in place and no car park attendant monitoring the car park.  
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4.6 Billingborough Car Park Surveys 
4.6.1 Presently individual bays at West Road car park are not marked. The results of the 

Billingborough surveys are presented in the table below.  

Table 23 - Billingborough Car Park Survey Results: Friday 26th September 2025 

West Road Car 
Park Bays 

Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 12 
noon 

12 noon 
– 1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 3pm – 4pm 

Parking Survey 26* 18 18 16 17 17 15 

Occupancy 69% 69% 62% 65% 65% 58% 
*As bays are not individually marked, this is an approximate estimate of the number of cars which can be accommodated. 

4.6.2 The results show that the West Road car park in Billingborough was not well used with just 

over half the capacity being utilised.  
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5.0 Comparison of Changes in Car Park Use 
5.1 Introduction 
5.1.1 To understand if tariff changes have reflected changes in parking behaviour in Grantham 

and Stamford, analysis has been undertaken on parking trends by comparing both the 

overall usage (through the occupancy surveys) and the ticket sales data. Whilst no tariff 

changes have been implemented in Bourne, Market Deepening and Billingborough, a 

comparison of the usage has also been undertaken.  This chapter collectively considers the 

data presented in the previous chapters to identify changes to how the car parks across 

South Kesteven are being utilised.  

5.1.2 It should be noted that comparisons have only been made where data has been made 

available by SKDC or collected through recent surveys.  Additional information, such as 

parking availability at other privately operated car parks and patron surveys could be useful 

in identifying the potential sources of changes to car park use. 

5.2 Grantham Car Park Comparisons 
5.2.1 Car parks in Grantham experienced a change to the tariff structure overall in January 2025, 

where most notably a free one-hour parking period was offered across all car parks except 

Wharf Road, where a free two-hour parking period is now offered. The changes to the 

charges associated with various durations of stay are shown in Table 24 below.  It should 

be noted that due to the change in tariff structure the comparisons below are made against 

what the cost of staying would have previously been. 

Table 24 - Difference in Pre and Post January 2025 Grantham Car Park Tariffs 

Car Park 
Tariff 

30 mins 1hr 2hr 3hr 4hr 6hr All Day 

Grantham 

Short Stay 

Guildhall St -£0.90 -£1.20 £0.10 £0.00 -£1.60 N/A £1.70 

Watergate -£0.90 -£1.20 £0.10 £0.00 -£1.60 N/A £1.70 

Wharf Rd -£0.90 -£1.20 -£1.90 £0.00 -£5.50 N/A -£5.40 

Long Stay 

Conduit Ln -£2.50 -£2.50 -£0.50 £0.00 -£0.90 N/A £2.90 

Welham St -£1.20 -£1.20 £0.30 £0.30 £0.20 £1.80 -£5.40 

5.2.2 At the time of the 2025 surveys, levels three and four of the Wharf Road multistorey car park 

were closed for resurfacing works and half of the Watergate car park was closed due to 

construction works leaving 43 spaces available. The following tables reflect the differences 

in the number of bays available within each car park in 2023 and 2025 on the surveyed 

Friday and Saturdays. 
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Table 25 - Grantham Car Park Comparison in Usage 2023 to 2025: Friday Surveys 

Car Park 2023 
Bays 

2025 
Bays 

Change in Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 
12noon 

12noon 
– 1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Conduit Lane 47 47 -10 1 -3 -10 -7 2 

Guildhall Street 88 88 -3 -1 2 0 2 8 

Watergate* 100 43 5 -35 -25 -22 -20 -17 

Welham Street 314 314 46 82 76 95 124 110 

Wharf Road* 240 127 -30 0 -12 -32 -31 -29 

SKDC Total 789 619 8 47 38 31 68 74 
* Fewer spaces available in 2025 due to works 

 

5.2.3 Table 25 illustrates that overall, there has been an increase in the car park usage in 

Grantham on a Friday particularly in the afternoon. The greatest increase in car park usage 

can be seen at the Welham Street car park where, although the number of car parking 

spaces has decreased by 14 spaces, usage has increased considerably by up to 124 spaces 

on a Friday afternoon.  

5.2.4 At Watergate and Wharf Road car parks the usage has decreased. Watergate car park has 

seen a reduction in parking provision from 100 spaces to 43 spaces due to works which 

accounts for the drop in usage.  

5.2.5 The second car park where usage has decreased is the Wharf Road car park. Although half 

of the car park was closed for resurfacing at the time of the surveys in 2025, the car parking 

usage has decreased across the whole day when compared to the 2023 data. The 2023 

data indicated that the maximum level of usage was 66 spaces (28%) in the early morning 

period and the 2025 data indicates maximum usage of 63 spaces (37%). The survey data 

indicates that even with the incentive of a considerably reduced parking tariff, there is further 

reduction in usage since the previous survey.  It is unclear if the knowledge of partial closure 

may have deterred patrons and a further survey upon completion of the works could provide 

an opportunity to verify these results. 
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Table 26 - Grantham Car Park Comparison in Usage 2023 to 2025: Saturday Surveys 

Car Park 2023 
Bays 

2025 
Bays 

Change in Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 
12noon 

12noon 
– 1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Conduit Lane 47 47 16 20 15 17 11 7 

Guildhall Street 88 88 2 -1 9 8 8 -4 

Watergate 100 43 -47 -52 -49 -52 -26 -23 

Welham Street 314 314 103 94 79 60 56 69 

Wharf Road* 240 127 -27 -10 -2 2 -2 -15 

SKDC Total 789 619 47 51 52 35 47 34 
* Fewer spaces available in 2025 due to works 

5.2.6 Table 26 illustrates that overall, there has been an increase in usage of car parks in 

Grantham on a Saturday. The greatest increase for car parking usage can be seen at the 

Welham Street car park where, although the number of car parking spaces has reduced, the 

usage has increased considerably by up to 103 spaces on a Saturday morning.  This may 

be potentially driven by the reduction in spaces available at Watergate and Wharf Road at 

the time of the 2025 surveys.  A repeat of the surveys once these car parks are fully 

operational will assist in understanding if the increase at Welham Street is linked to the 

availability at other car parks, or if there has been a genuine increase.  

5.2.7 As seen in Friday’s surveys, Wharf Road car park has seen car park usage decrease on a 

Saturday morning.  

5.2.8 In Grantham there has been an increase in the number of ticket sales when compared to 

2024. However, the reduction in long stay patrons and the amendments to car parking 

charges has resulted in a decrease in revenue as presented in Chapter 3. It seems likely 

that the free short term car parking tariff resulted in these parking trends and reduction in 

revenue. These changes to behaviours could be verified through patron surveys. 

5.2.9 Overall, the percentage increase in number of tickets sold (+33%) is greater than the 

reduction in income (-16%). 

5.2.10 In Grantham there have been reductions in the number of car park users staying all day 

(over 4 hours). Car parks have seen reductions as follows: Guildhall Street -6%, Watergate 

-6%, Conduit Lane -39%. It is likely that the appeal of free short term parking following the 

tariff amendments in January 2025 has shifted these parking trends and this can be verified 

through patron surveys. There have been slight increases in long stay parking at Welham 

Street. This change in behaviour will likely have been incentivised by the considerable 

reduction in tariffs for long stay car parking at the car park. 
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5.2.11 In Grantham, the largest increases have been seen in the number of car park users staying 

up to an hour. Car parks have seen increases as follows: Guildhall Street +12%, Watergate 

+10%. It is likely that the free one hour car parking tariff has resulted in the changes in 

parking trends. 

5.2.12 Prior to the tariff changes, Conduit Lane car park was a long stay car park with no option to 

purchase short stay parking ticket. 46% of users were parking for up to three hours in 2024 

and following the tariff changes 34% take advantage of free parking for up to one hour and 

a further 27% of patrons now park for up to 2 hours. This has resulted in a considerable loss 

in revenue considering the 59.3% increase in car park usage, from 901 monthly (September 

2024 data) ticket sales prior to the tariff change to 1,435 following the tariff changes 

(September 2025 data). 

5.2.13 These changes in car park usage, in addition to the increase in the number of car park users, 

indicates that the user dwell time has decreased and parking space turnover has increased 

at the majority of car parks in Grantham. 

5.3 Stamford Car Park Usage and Ticket Sales Comparisons 
5.3.1 Car parks in Stamford experienced a change to the tariff structure overall in January 2025, 

where most notably the 30min band was removed.  The changes to the charges associated 

with various durations of stay are shown in Table 27 below. It should be noted that due to 

the change in tariff structure the comparisons below are made against what the cost of 

staying would have previously been. 

Table 27 - Difference in Pre and Post January 2025 Stamford Car Park Tariffs 

Car Park 
Tariff 

30 mins 1hr 2hr 3hr 4hr 6hr All Day 

Stamford 

Short Stay 

North St £0.50 £0.20 £0.50 £1.90 £0.30 N/A £2.60 

St Leonards £0.50 £0.20 £0.50 £1.90 £0.30 N/A £2.60 

Bath Row £0.50 £0.20 £0.50 £1.90 £0.30 N/A £2.60 

Scotgate £0.50 £0.20 £0.50 £1.90 £0.30 N/A £2.60 

Long Stay 

Cattlemarket £0.40 £0.40 £0.40 £1.40 £0.50 N/A £0.80 

Wharf Rd £0.40 £0.40 £0.40 £1.40 £0.50 N/A £0.80 

5.3.2 The table below illustrates the difference in car park usage between the previous car parking 

surveys undertaken in 2023, with the most recent car parking surveys undertaken in 2025. 
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5.3.3 In the Scotgate car park, eight parking bays were unavailable during the 2025 survey due to 

maintenance work. The following tables reflect the differences in the number of bays 

available within each car park in 2023 and 2025. 

Table 28 - Stamford Car Park Comparison 2023 to 2025: Friday Surveys 

Car Park 
 

2023 
Bays 

2025 
Bays 

Change in Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 
12noon 

12noon 
– 1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Cattlemarket 288 384 73 -43 -20 -55 8 3 

Bath Row 84 77 -11 -8 -10 -11 -15 -25 

North Street 103 103 2 0 3 0 1 -14 

Scotgate* 67 54 -2 -12 -12 -6 -10 -13 

St Leonards St 34 34 1 -3 0 0 -2 6 

Wharf Road 238 238 31 0 1 3 21 64 

SKDC Total 814 890 94 -66 -38 -69 3 21 
* Fewer spaces available in 2025 due to works  

5.3.4 Table 28 illustrates that on a Friday there has been an increase car park usage in the 

morning and a decrease over the midday period in Stamford. 

5.3.5 There have been reductions in usage at Bath Row and Scotgate across the whole day. 

However, these reflect reductions in the number of car parking spaces available for use such 

that the occupancy remains at or very near capacity throughout the day. 

Table 29 - Stamford Car Park Comparison 2023 to 2025: Saturday Surveys 

Car Park 
 

2023 
Bays 

2025 
Bays 

Change in Parked Vehicles 

10am – 
11am 

11am – 
12noon 

12noon 
– 1pm 

1pm - 
2pm 

2pm – 
3pm 

3pm – 
4pm 

Cattlemarket 288 384 101 104 162 160 139 125 

Bath Row 84 77 8 -3 -7 -7 -4 -4 

North Street 103 103 15 0 -1 0 6 4 

Scotgate* 67 54 8 6 -7 -7 -6 -10 

St Leonards St 34 34 10 1 4 2 -1 5 

Wharf Road 238 238 51 74 58 40 19 43 

SKDC Total 814 890 193 182 209 188 153 163 
* Fewer spaces available in 2025 due to works  

5.3.6 Table 29 illustrates that on a Saturday there has been an increase in car parking usage 

across the whole day in Stamford. 
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5.3.7 There has been a considerable increase in usage across the whole day at Cattlemarket and 

Wharf Road car parks with car parking demand relatively unchanged at the other car parks.  

5.3.8 Although the parking provision has increased by 96 spaces at the Cattlemarket, from 288 in 

2023 to 384 in 2025, the increase in usage has exceeded this figure with the highest increase 

of 162 spaces seen at lunchtime on a Saturday. This indicates that the expansion of the car 

park has assisted in accommodating visitors which may previously not have been able to 

park given the high levels of occupancy observed in 2023. 

5.3.9 There have been reductions in usage for parking at Bath Row and Scotgate across the whole 

day however, there have been reductions in the number of car parking spaces available for 

use at both car parks. Both car parks were used to full capacity in both 2023 and 2025 

therefore the reduction in the number of car parking spaces is most likely to account for the 

reduction in usage.  

5.3.10 In Stamford there has been an increase in the number of ticket sales and an increase in 

revenue when compared to 2024.  The percentage increase in income (+33%) significantly 

exceeds the increase in the number of tickets sold (+8%).  This is likely to be a two-fold 

effect as a result of the overall increase in prices alongside the restructuring of the tariff 

removing 30 minute stays which previously made up to 10% of the short stay car park tickets 

sold in 2024.  It also indicates that the increase in price has not deterred car park users. 

5.3.11 In similar trend to that seen in Grantham, in Stamford there have been reductions in the 

number of car park users staying all day. Car parks have seen reductions as follows: North 

Street -8%, St Leonards -2%, Bath Row -10%, Scotgate -14%. This reduction could be 

related to the considerable increase in tariff of £2.60 (48% increase) for all day parking.  

5.3.12 These changes in car park usage, in addition to the increase in the number of car park users, 

indicates that the user dwell time has decreased and parking space turnover has increased 

at the majority of car parks in Stamford. 
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5.4 Bourne Car Park Usage Comparisons 
5.4.1 The table below illustrates the difference in car park usage between the previous lunchtime 

snapshot car parking surveys undertaken in 2023, with the most recent car parking surveys 

undertaken in 2025. 

Table 30 - Bourne Car Park Comparison 2023 to 2025: Friday Snapshot Surveys 

Car Park 2023 Bays 2025 Bays 
Change in Parked Vehicles 

2023 
12 noon – 1pm 

2025 
12 noon – 1pm Change 

Burghley Street 62 63 60 63 3 

Burghley Street Permit 38 36 32 36 4 

South Street 75 67 72 68 -4 

Burghley Centre 145 149 118 145 27 

SKDC Total 320 315 282 312 30 

5.4.2 Table 30 illustrates that on a Friday there has been an increase in car park usage in Bourne. 

The greatest increase has been seen in the Burghley Centre car park. During the previous 

surveys in 2023, the car parking was at capacity with 88% of available parking being used. 

In the 2025 surveys, car parking was over capacity with 99% of available parking being used.  

5.4.3 It should be noted that Sainsburys has a 2-hour time limit for free customer parking and 

there are signs in the car park showing that it is only for customer use.  It is not clear if there 

is enforcement in place to deter customers from parking at Sainsburys and leaving site for 

other destinations in the town.   

5.4.4 There is no current data available on the duration of stay and without imposing a ticketing 

system this can only be captured through patron surveys to understand if the duration of 

stay influences visitors’ decision to park in the town centre car parks. 
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5.5 Market Deeping Car Park Usage Comparisons 
5.5.1 The table below illustrates the difference in car park usage between the previous lunchtime 

snapshot car parking surveys undertaken in 2023, with the most recent car parking surveys 

undertaken in 2025. 

Table 31 - Market Deeping Car Park Comparison 2023 to 2025: Friday Snapshot Surveys 

Car Park 2023 Bays 2025 Bays 

Change in Parked Vehicles 

2023 
12 noon – 

1pm 

2025 
12 noon – 1pm Change 

The Square 24 24 24 21 -3 

Deeping Centre 143 139 119 83 -36 

Halfleet 24 24 16 22 6 

The Precincts 107 107 20 28 8 

SKDC Total 274 294 179 154 -25 

5.5.2 Table 31 illustrates that on a Friday there has been a decrease in car park usage in Market 

Deeping. The greatest decrease has been seen in the Deeping Centre car park. 
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6.0 Disabled Parking Policy and Charges 
6.1 Introduction 
6.1.1 This chapter investigates the existing approach to disabled parking provision within 

Grantham and Stamford and similar locations from across the East Midlands to illustrate the 

difference in tariffs and number of spaces. It goes on to explore possible changes to disabled 

parking in SKDC car parks.  

6.2 Disabled Parking Tariffs  
6.2.1 At present, South Kesteven District Council permits disabled badge holders to park their 

vehicles for free in either designated disabled bays or standard bays for an unlimited period 

of time, with the display of a blue badge. 

6.2.2 Comparisons were made against the policies and charging policy for other comparative 

locations. The town centres of Oakham, Newark-on-Trent and Melton Mowbray were agreed 

as comparative with the client for their locality and town centre facilities. 

Oakham Disabled Parking Tariff 
6.2.3 The town of Oakham is under the Local Authority of Rutland County Council. Rutland County 

Council permits up to three hours free parking in disabled bays and standard parking bays 

for blue badge holders. Parking is chargeable at the standard tariff for a parking duration of 

over three hours. 

Newark on Trent Disabled Parking Tariff 
6.2.4 Newark on Trent is under the Local Authority of Newark & Sherwood District Council. 

Newark & Sherwood District Council also permits up to three hours free parking in disabled 

bays for blue badge holders who must display a blue badge and parking clock. Blue badge 

users must pay and display for all parking in standard parking bays even with a blue badge 

and parking clock on display. 

Melton Mowbray Disabled Parking Tariff 
6.2.5 Melton Mowbray is under the Local Authority of Melton Borough Council. Melton Borough 

Council permits all disabled users who display a blue badge and parking clock to park for 

free parking in their car parks for up to three hours.  

SDKC Disabled Parking Tariff 
6.2.6 When comparing disabled parking provision in similar locations, it can be seen that SKDC 

are generous in permitting free parking for all disabled users in either designated disabled 

bays or standard bays for an unlimited period of time. If SKDC were to amend the disabled 

parking policy to reflect that of the similar comparative locations above, amendments would 

include: 
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• Limiting the duration for free disabled parking 

• Limiting disabled parking only to designated bays.  
6.2.7 The proposals above could lead to a better distribution of disabled bay use across all the 

car parks and encourage better turn over. 

6.2.8 In the case of Stamford, as seen from the occupancy surveys, the number of disabled permit 

users regularly exceeds the number of bays available other than at the Cattlemarket car 

park. This means that standard bays are being occupied by disabled permit users 

particularly in car parks which are in high demand. A patron survey would reveal whether 

the location of the Cattlemarket car park is a deterrent to disabled users despite the 

availability of marked disabled spaces which offer easier access to vehicles. 

6.3 Disabled Parking Provision Guidance  
6.3.1 The surveys reveal that the current disabled parking provision does not meet the demand 

as both Stamford and Grantham car parks are at capacity in all car parks with the exception 

of Cattlemarket. Many of the car parks are at well over 100% for disabled users.  

6.3.2 The Department for Transport (DfT) guidance document ‘Inclusive Mobility – A Guide to Best 

Practice on Access to Pedestrian and Transport Infrastructure’ states that the recommended 

proportion of designated accessible parking spaces for Blue Badge holders is as follows: 

‘For car parks associated with shopping areas, leisure or recreational 

facilities, and places open to the general public: a minimum of one space for 

each employee who is a disabled motorist, plus 6% of the total capacity for 

visiting disabled motorists.‘ 

6.3.3 There are also guidance and standards for proposed developments which provide a 

reasonable proxy in publicly accessible places.  

6.3.4 Table 32 shows the different disabled parking design guidance for the percentage of 

disabled car parking to be provided in car parks for proposed shopping, recreation and 

leisure developments. 

Table 32 - Disabled Parking Design Guidance 

Local Authority 
% of total Car Parking Spaces 

Under 200 Spaces Over 200 spaces 

Leicestershire 6% 4% 

Nottinghamshire 6% 

North Lincolnshire 5% 
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6.3.5 Based on the above a guidance and standards, a 6% provision of disabled spaces is 

considered to be a reasonable proxy, although some adjustments may be appropriate at a 

local level to reflect nearby facilities.   

Grantham Disabled Parking Provision 
6.3.6 Table 33 below shows how much disabled parking is currently provided in Grantham car 

parks, and how much parking would be provided if the figure of 6% of total car parking 

provision was applied. 

Table 33 - Disabled Parking Provision in Grantham 

Car Park Total Bays 
available 

Disabled 
Bays 

available 

Current % 
Provision 

6% disabled 
provision Difference 

Conduit Lane 47 6 13% 3 3 

Guildhall Street 88 7 8% 5 2 

Watergate 100 6 6% 6 0 

Welham Street 314 10 3% 19 -9 

Wharf Road 260 9 3% 16 -7 

Grantham Total 809 38 5% 49 -11 

6.3.7 The table above illustrates that the disabled parking provision in Grantham as a whole does 

not meet the 6% proxy level of disabled parking. Welham Street and Wharf Road currently 

provide disabled parking at 3% of the overall parking provision and the car parks have a 

shortfall of nine and seven disabled parking spaces respectively.  The higher percentage 

provision at Conduit Lane and Guildhall Street do not offset the shortfall at Welham Street 

and Conduit Lane. 

6.3.8 The surveys found that the maximum number of disabled users in the Welham Street and 

Wharf Road car parks were 12 and 8 users respectively on a Friday. If disabled parking 

provision was increased to the 6% proxy level, there would be sufficient disabled parking 

provision to accommodate disabled users in Grantham.   

6.3.9 The survey results in Table 8 and Table 10 reveal that the existing disabled parking 

provision does not meet the current demand as all Grantham car parks are at capacity, with 

Guildhall Street, Watergate and Welham Street car parks over 100% capacity. Additional 

spaces could be provided across the town which would offer an overall 6% of spaces.  

However, the distribution of spaces across the town could also be influenced by the relative 

location and the quality of routes to key facilities, and whether certain locations are more 

attractive to disabled users.  Patron surveys and route quality reviews can be useful in 

understanding and responding to the demand and appropriate distribution of facilities. 
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Stamford Disabled Parking Provision 
6.3.10 Table 34 below shows how much disabled parking is currently provided in Stamford car 

parks, and how much parking would be provided if the figure of 6% of total car parking 

provision was applied. 

Table 34 - Disabled Parking Provision in Stamford 

Car Park Total Bays 
available 

Disabled 
Bays 

available 
Current % 6% disabled 

provision Difference 

Cattlemarket 384 26 7% 23 3 

Bath Row 77 7 9% 5 2 

North Street 103 7 7% 6 1 

Scotgate 62 4 6% 4 0 

St Leonards St 34 0 0% 2 -2 

Wharf Road 238 10 4% 14 -4 

Stamford Total 898 54 6% 54 0 

6.3.11 The table above illustrates that St Leonards Street and Wharf Road car park provides 

disabled parking at less than 6% of the total car parking provision. St Leonards Street 

currently provides no disabled parking and has a shortfall of two disabled parking spaces. 

Wharf Road provides disabled parking at 4% of the overall parking provision and has a 

shortfall of four disabled parking spaces compared to the 6% proxy level of provision. 

6.3.12 The surveys found that the maximum number of disabled users in the St Leonards Street 

and Wharf Road car parks were 2 and 16 users respectively, on a Friday. If disabled parking 

provision was increased to the 6% proxy level, there would still be a surplus of disabled 

users compared to the number of spaces provided, although the provision would be 

sufficient at St Leonards.   

6.3.13 The survey results in Table 16 and Table 18 reveal that there are often more disabled permit 

holders utilising the car park than the disabled bays available at all except the Cattlemarket 

car park.  At the same time, Table 34 shows that the disabled parking provision at 

Cattlemarket meets the recommended 6% proxy level. It also shows that that the provision 

at Bath Row exceeds the 6% level although the surveys identified that the number of 

disabled users regularly exceeded the number of marked bays available.  Some demand 

management, as described in Paragraph 6.2.6, could help to ensure that disabled car 

parking users can access disabled bays, as well as ensure that standard parking spaces 

remain available for those without a disabled parking permit. 
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7.0 Electric Vehicle Parking 
7.1 Introduction 
7.1.1 At present, there are several facilities for electric vehicle charging in local authority owned 

public car parks in Grantham, Stamford, Market Deeping and Bourne. 

7.1.2 Six dual charge points, each supplying two parking bays, were installed in 2020. These 

charge points were installed in Welham Street car park in Grantham, North Street car park 

in Stamford, Community Centre car park in Market Deeping and Burghley car park in 

Bourne. In August 2025, four additional dual chargers were installed in Cattlemarket car park 

in Stamford.  

7.1.3 The total electric vehicle charging provision in SKDC public car parks are listed below: 

• Welham Street par park, Grantham - 4 chargers (7kW AC) 

• North Street car park, Stamford – 4 chargers (14kW AC) 

• Cattle Market car park, Stamford – 8 chargers (22kW AC) 

• Community Centre car park, Market Deeping – 2 chargers (22kW AC) 

• Burghley Community car park, Bourne – 2 chargers (22kW AC) 
7.1.4 As with disabled parking in chapter 6, comparisons were made against electric vehicle 

charging provisions for other comparative locations.  The town centres of Oakham, Newark-

on-Trent and Melton Mowbray were agreed as comparative with the client for their locality 

and town centre facilities. 

7.2 Oakham Electric Vehicle Parking  
7.2.1 Rutland County Council has committed to provide 30 charging points (15 sites with 2 bays 

per charger) across Rutland, with the first being installed in Autumn of 2025 and the 

remaining charging points being installed over the following 12 months.  At present, there is 

one device with two connectors at their Church Street car park in Oakham. 

7.3 Newark on Trent Electric Vehicle Parking  
7.3.1 Newark & Sherwood District Council provides 19 electric vehicle charging points in their car 

parks across the district.  

7.4 Melton Mowbray Electric Vehicle Parking  
7.4.1 Melton Borough Council only provides one electric charging point at its Burton Street car 

park. 

7.5 SKDC Electric Vehicle Parking 
7.5.1 SKDC electric parking provision is very generous when compared to other similar locations. 

With the increase in electric vehicle sales and the government’s zero emission vehicle (ZEV) 
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mandate, all new cars and vans will now be zero emission vehicles by 2035, it should be 

recognised that the need for electric vehicle charge points will increase over time.  

7.5.2 At this time, the provision of EV parking across the SKDC car parks appears to be sufficient 

although patron surveys would be able to identify if there is an unmet need.  It should be 

noted that although there is likely to be an increase in electric vehicle charging point, many 

EV owners are able to charge at home, often more cost effectively, and therefore the 

increased ownership may not necessarily result in a proportionate increase to the number 

of charging spaces which are required in public car parks. 

7.5.3 At present there are no widespread industry standards for public car parks and the ability to 

provide EV charging is often driven by infrastructure and space availability. The requirement 

also varies depending on the type of charging facility.  Those with fast charge often apply 

penalties for overstaying and therefore experience a higher turnover, which in turn reduces 

the demand for the number of spaces to be made available.   

7.5.4 Periodic surveys for the use of EV spaces can help to identify the trend and rate at which 

the demand for EV spaces is increasing.  This can then be used and compared against the 

85% capacity indicator to forecast when additional spaces may be become beneficial until 

such time that wider industry standards are adopted for public car parks. 
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8.0 Summary 
8.1 Summary 
8.1.1 This report presents an update to the previous Strategic Parking Plan produced in 2023. 

New data collection has been carried out that quantifies the changes in parking patterns in 

Grantham, Stamford, Bourne and Market Deeping town centres since parking tariff changes 

were applied in January 2025.  

Grantham  
8.1.2 In Grantham there has been an increase in ticket sales of approximately 30% however, 

income has decreased by £5,000 which equates to approximately -16%. In Grantham there 

has been an increase of one-hour ticket sales by approximately 10-15%. The number of 

ticket sales for long stay parking has decreased at Conduit Lane car park. It seems likely 

that the free short term car parking tariff resulted in these parking trends and reduction in 

revenue. These changes to behaviours could be verified through patron surveys.  The 

proportion of tickets sold at the on-site parking machines has stayed relatively constant at 

70%. 

8.1.3 Grantham usage has increased at Welham Street Car park and decreased at Watergate 

and Wharf Road car parks. Further surveys are recommended at the latter two car parks to 

verify results as maintenance works were ongoing at the time of surveys. 

8.1.4 Car park occupancy overall in Grantham was consistently between 40-60% on both Friday 

and Saturday with usage dropping in the afternoon. The occupancy surveys indicate a 

potential preference for Guildhall Street and Watergate car parks.   

8.1.5 Patron surveys may be beneficial to understand this potential preference and to consider 

measures to better distribute usage.  

8.1.6 Disabled occupancy was high across both days in the Guildhall Street, Watergate and 

Welham Street car parks. Welham Street attracted more disabled parking users than the 

number of disabled parking spaces. Disabled users were observed parking on the ground 

floor level where no disabled parking spaces are provided potentially indicating a preference 

for ground floor access over the use of a marked bay. This could be confirmed through 

patron surveys.   

Stamford  
8.1.7 In Stamford there has been an increase in ticket sales of approximately 8% and income has 

increased by £24,900 which is approximately 33%. In Stamford there has been an increase 

in the number of one-hour ticket sales by approximately 5-10%. There has been a decrease 
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in the number of ticket sales for long stay parking across Stamford.   The proportion of tickets 

sold via the on-site parking machines has reduced overall from 57% to 50%. 

8.1.8 There have been reductions in usage at Bath Row and Scotgate across the whole day. 

However, these reflect reductions in the number of car parking spaces available for use such 

that the occupancy remains at or very near capacity throughout the day. There has been a 

considerable increase in usage across the whole day at Cattlemarket and Wharf Road car 

parks which exceeded the number of spaces added as a result of the expansion. Across 

Stamford there have been reductions in the number of car park users staying all day. 

8.1.9 During the Saturday survey, a school open day was being held at the neighbouring Stamford 

School which could have skewed results. It is recommended that additional surveys are 

undertaken at the Cattlemarket car park to verify the data. 

8.1.10 It is recommended that additional surveys should be undertaken at the Scotgate car park to 

obtain representative data, once the eight car parking spaces that were unavailable during 

the surveys have been reinstated.    

8.1.11 The results of the Friday disabled parking survey show that occupancy level was high at all 

car parks (except the Cattlemarket car park where the occupancy level was lower due to the 

total capacity available, but the number of cars parked was comparable to the larger car 

parks). The number of disabled parking users exceeded the number of disabled parking 

spaces provided. Bath Row and Wharf Road had high occupancy all day on Saturday. 

Disabled parking on Saturdays was recorded to be lower in the afternoons. Disabled 

occupancy at Cattlemarket was high in the morning period and low in the afternoon period 

from 2pm onwards. Cattlemarket disabled occupancy was low all day Saturday. 

Bourne 
8.1.12 There has been an increase in car park usage in Bourne. The greatest increase has been 

seen in the Burghley Centre car park. During the previous surveys in 2023, the car parking 

was at capacity with 88% of available parking being used. In the 2025 surveys, car parking 

was over capacity with 99% of available parking being used. South Street car park being 

over capacity for most of the day. Occupancy in all car parks was high at the time of the 

2025 survey.  

Market Deeping 
8.1.13 In Market Deeping use of The Square and Halfleet car parks was high at the time of the 

survey. The Deeping Centre and The Precincts car parks were less well used with 

occupancy in the Precincts being particularly low. There has been an overall decrease in 

the use of car parks at Market Deeping, with the greatest decrease seen at the Deeping 

Centre car park.  
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Billingborough 
8.1.14 The results show that the West Road car park in Billingborough was not well used with just 

over half the capacity being utilised. 

Disabled Parking 
8.1.15 SKDC disabled parking provision does not meet the current demand in Stamford and 

Grantham car parks as surveys have shown that the majority are at or over 100% capacity 

with the exception of Cattlemarket car park.  When compared against a 6% provision, 

overall, there is an under provision, although there is a combination of car parks providing 

over or below the 6% level. 

8.1.16 When compared with other towns across the East Midlands, the offer for disabled car 

parking is generous and therefore may be leading to the high levels of disabled parking 

observed during the surveys. An approach to reviewing the disabled provision, alongside 

other demand management measures such as restricting the free parking period or only 

allowing marked bays to be used by disabled permit holders, may be beneficial. 

8.1.17 There were some noticeable preferences for specific car parks and patron surveys could be 

used to verify these preferences and to consider a combination of redistributing the disabled 

spaces and/or introducing demand management. 

Electric Vehicle Parking 
8.1.18 SKDC provision for electric vehicle charging is generous in comparison to other towns 

across the East Midlands.   

8.1.19 Although there are no industry standards at present for the level of electric vehicle provision 

at public car parks recent government mandates and policies are likely to increase the 

ownership of EVs, which in turn could lead to an increase in demand for EV spaces.  

Consideration should be given to the installation of additional electric vehicle charging points 

within existing car parks across the district to accommodate the rising number of electric 

vehicles on the local road network, utilising periodic monitoring to forecast the rate of 

demand increase until such time industry standards are implemented. 
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